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DONNFLLY: Good a f t e r n o o n ,  l ad ies  and gent lemen.  
We w i l l  have a t  t h e  o u t s e t  a b r i e f  openinq s t a t e m e n t  by 
D r .  F l e t c h e r ,  a f t e r  which we w i l l .  throw it  open t b  quest i .ons 
and answers which  w i l l  be f i e l d e d  by D r .  F l e t c h e r ,  D r .  Low 
ana D a l e  Myers. 

., 

There are p r e s s  releases and sone c o l l a t e r a l  s h u t t l e  
mater ia l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  members of t h e  p r e s s  i n  t h e  back of t h e  
room. 

D r  . F l e t c h e r ?  

FLETCHER: Good a f t e r n o o n ,  gent1  emen and l a d i e s .  
I first want  t o  apo log ize  f o r  the two-hour delay which  w a s  un- 
a v o i d a b l e  from my s t a n d p o i n t ,  s i n c e  t h e  Sena te  h e a r i n g s  con- 
t i n u e d  on t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  

As you know, NASA h a s  today niade t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s h u t t l e  booster c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  We have dec ided  
upon a r e c c v e r a b l e ,  r e u s a b l e  soli.! rocket ,  p a r a l l e l  burn  b o o s t e r .  
We s i n c e  January  have been s t u d y i n g  50th l i q u i d  and s o l i d  an2 
have found t h a t  bo th  t h e  I . l qu jd  apd s o l i d  b o o s t e r s  are t e c h n i c a l l y  
f e a s i b l e .  The c h o i c e  w a s  made i n  f a v o r  of t h e  s o l i d  p a r a l l e l  
burn  because  of lower c c s t  and lower t e c h n i c a l  r i s k .  

The cost estimate now f o r  t h e  development  of t h e  
e n t i r e  s h u t t l e  i s  $5.15 b i l l i o n  as c,ompared w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
estimate of  $5.5 b i l l i o n .  

We e x p e c t  t o  have a r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l  ou t  t o  i n d u s t r y  
this Fr iday  or  perhaps t he  fo l lowing  :.lor:day. We have n o t  y e t  
made t h e  s i t e  selectiorz fo r  launch and l a n d i n g ,  but we e x p c c t  
t o  s h o r t l y .  We have ~ o k  done so  because  I have n o t  y e t  hed 
t i m e  t o  meet w i t h  t h e  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  board, t h e  s p e c i a l  board  
set up by NASA f o x  t h i s  purpose.  

It does look though a t  this t i m e  as i f  i n l a n d  s i t e s  
are u n l i k e l y  because  cf the requ i r emen t  for r e c o v e r a b i l i t y  
of the  boostsr .  

I n  summary, I +&ink we have made t h e  r i q h t  d e c i s i o n .  
And I t h i n k  it i s  We have macle the & c i s i o n  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i n e .  

t h e  r i g h t  p r i c e .  


